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Dear Friends, 
 

Somerfield’s conducted a survey last 
Easter to try and discover how important 
Easter eggs were to people.  Over 3.5 
million chocolate eggs were purchased 
over Easter, but they report, over ¼ million 
people buying eggs ―didn’t know why 
handing them out symbolizes the birth of 
Jesus‖!  It took the hapless press officers 
THREE goes to get the press release right. 

 

Now we can lament these kinds of 
statistics, we can complain that ministers 
or schools or whoever are not doing their 
jobs properly.  It’s easy to throw blame 
about.  But the challenge of them belongs 
to all of us. 

 

2,000 years ago, no-one knew what 
was special about the empty tomb.  The 
disciples filed with the Holy Spirit had to tell 
them, ―You killed the author of life, but God 
raised him from the dead.  We are 
witnesses of this fact.‖  (Acts 3:15)  It was 
in the name of Jesus that healing came 
into people’s lives, it was in the name of 
Jesus that crowds in Jerusalem 
experienced forgiveness and peace with 
God.  But someone had to speak in the 
name of Jesus first! 

 

The evidence for the Resurrection of 
Jesus is, I believe, compelling if one 
investigates it seriously (do give me a ring 
if you want to discuss that one, 01723 
581719!) : the tomb was left empty and 
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Jesus visibly 
and substan-
tially encoun-
tered after his 
death.  The 
facts speak for 
themselves, well 
almost. 

 

For the Easter message to 
change lives, it requires an 
Easter people to speak it, to 
live it out, to authentically role-
model the Easter lifestyle of 
(continued overleaf)              
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(continued from page 1) 
walking with Jesus in our daily chores and concerns (Luke 24:13-35; John 
21:1-19)  They couldn’t keep Jesus buried in the tomb so why do we try to 
keep him buried in the church, under religious language and in a box marked 
―Sundays‖?  Surely if Jesus is in you, his presence makes a difference to 
every area, every struggle, and every ambition in your life? 

 

One of my favourite sermon stories about one of my illustrious 
predecessors in the Queen Street pulpit.  Nearing the end of his life, Dr 
Sangster was very ill and unable to speak.  He wrote on his final Easter Day 
on earth, ―How terrible to greet tis Easter Day and have no voice to shout, 
―Christ is risen!‖  But how much more terrible to have a voice and not want to 
shout‖.         
This Easter there are people around you who don’t understand what all 

the fuss is about.  Why not invite them to an Easter service or to the circuit 
production, ‖Resurrection A.D. at Queen Street on Palm Sunday?  I trust we 
will all make a priority of supporting that event.  We had such a good 
response to the 4:4:4 services recently, with four full churches, that we pray 
this is a time when our sense of being the Body of Christ in the circuit will be 
renewed. 

 

  Geoff. 

Jesus the Singer by Colin Davies (Wreyfield Drive) 
 

In the circuit office are a number of books which can be borrowed. One is 

"The Singer Trilogy" by Calvin Miller. If you enjoy fantasy books such as 

"The Lord of the Rings" this may appeal as well. Jesus is portrayed as the 

Singer or the Troubadour, who comes to sing the star-song which brings 

healing and wholeness. People who only know the earth-song may respond to 

him and find a new life, but others will want to destroy him . . .  

Part 2 of the trilogy deals with the experience of those who faced bitter 

persecution but were still able to sing the star-song (This is a portrayal of the 

persecution of the early Christians, a persecution which still continues in 

countries today,) 

Part 3 is a vivid and symbolic description of the final conflict and victory 

at the end of time, like Revelation in the Bible. 

If you would like to read a Christian book that is different from most 

others, this one may  stimulate interest and imagination. 

11 

Under New 
(temporary!) 
Management  

 

As most of you will be aware, 
Julie Fairweather, the Circuit 
administrator, has been off sick 
since mid-January. 

 

The Circuit Office is being 
manned at present by Paul and Ros 
Maynard.  (Ros is the one working, 
Paul is the one getting in the way).  
If you want to contact us, our e-mail 
address is  

ros.maynard@tiscali.co.uk 
 

We hope that Julie will be back 
soon to restore order, organisation 
and calm.  In the meantime, please 
continue to remember her in your 
prayers. 

Directory Changes 
 

Please note the following 
corrections and alterations to the 
Circuit Directory :- 

 

Queen Street 
Senior Steward : Michael Broddle 
— Flat 2, 4 Belvedere Road 

               YO11 2UU 
Caretaker : Allan Dunnington, 
                     tel. 376328 
 

Northstead 
Senior Steward : Olga Jones, 
     48a, Scalby Mills Road 
 (not 58a as previously stated) 
 

Cayton 
New Treasurer : David Upton, 

239, Filey Road, Scarborough, 
            tel. 501435 

 

Obituary of the late Mr Common Sense 
 

Today we mourn the passing of Common Sense, a dear friend, with us for 

many years.  No one knows how old he was, since his birth records were long 

ago lost in red tape. He will be remembered for such valuable lessons as: why 

the early bird gets the worm; life isn't always fair; and maybe it was my fault. 

Common Sense lived by sound financial policies (don't spend more than 

you have) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge). His 

health began to fail when certain (well-intentioned) regulations were set up. 

Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a 

classmate; teenagers suspended from school for using mouthwash after 

lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened 

his condition.  He lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the 

job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. 

Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments became 

contraband; churches became businesses; and criminals received better 

treatment than their victims.  He finally gave up, after a woman failed to 

realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, 

and was promptly awarded a huge settlement. 

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust; his 

wife, Discretion; his children, Responsibility and Reason.  He is survived by  

his 3 step-brothers I Know My Rights, Iôm Not To Blame, and I'm A Victim. 

Not many attended his funeral because few realized he was gone.  If you still 

remember him, pray for him.  If not, join the majority and do nothing.     
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Pilgrimage to Iona, 1st – 9th May 2009 
led by Rev. Mark Haynes 

 

There will be another opportunity to stay at Bishop’s House on Iona in May 
2009.  We will travel by train, spend the first night in Oban, and arrive on Iona 
on Saturday 2

nd
 May where we will stay in Bishop’s House for a week. 

 

The cost will be £495 which includes accommodation (full 
board) and travel but not insurance.  If you have a Senior 
Citizen’s Railcard, the cost will be £465.  An initial deposit of 
£200 will be needed to reserve a place, although this could be 
paid in instalments. 
 

To book a place or enquire further, please contact Rosie 
Coles 367021. 

Resurrection A.D. 
 

Resurrection A.D. is a modern version of the story of the life, 
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus.  It is a two-act play with 
modern music. 

 

It tells the story of a Private Investigator whose business is at a very 
low ebb.  He is employed by the President to follow Jesus and report 
back about what he does, where he goes and who he speaks to.  The 
President is being used by two demons to get rid of Jesus. 

 

Jesus is put into jail along with the Private Investigator, Tom, and 
questioned.  When the President tries to kill Tom, Jesus jumps 
between them and is killed.  Jesus’ body is taken to the mortuary but 
three days later the body disappears and Jesus, resurrected, enters 
Tom’s office. 

 

The play has been written ny Daniel Tuck from Emmanuel St. John 
Church.  He is a young man full of both enthusiasm and talent.  The 
cast is made up of representatives from all the Churches in the 
Scarborough Circuit. 

 

This will be an evening to remember, bringing a new slant to the 
central message of the Methodist Church. 

 

So why not come along on Palm Sunday, March 16th at 6.30 p.m. tp 
Queen Street and give your support to Daniel and all involved.   

                       (Allan Dunnington, Queen Street– Director) 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT FCN AND ENJOY A GOOD 
READ 

 

David Wilbourne, vicar of Helmsley in 
Yorkshire, has offered his books for sale in 
aid of the charity Farm Crisis Network.  
There are two books: - ―A Vicar’s Diary‖ and 
―A Summer’s Diary‖, written in the style of 
James Herriot with contagious humour and 
warmth.   
 

Inspired by tales of times past in rural 
Yorkshire, David Wilbourne brings alive the 
rich tapestry of people and places in the 
Vale of York in the 1960s, seen through the 
eyes of a country vicar. It is a thoroughly 
good read - funny, affectionate and 

touching, with more than a hint of nostalgia. With an 
extraordinary ability to turn you from laughter to tears and back 
again, Wilbourne celebrates the richness of 
human life with all its ups and downsò. 
 

The books are £12 for two including 
postage. Please contact Mike Sellers 
telephone 01751 472249 or email 
Mike@theorganicfarmshop.com to place 
your order.  Proceeds from the books are 
being donated to FCN who are very grateful 
to David for his generosity. FCN is a 
national charity working in the farming 
community with people and families who are 
going through difficult times. More 
information can be found at www.fcn.org.uk 

Writers Wanted!  
 

If the article you wanted to read isn’t in this magazine, why not write 
one for the next edition?  Send, or deliver, your copy to the Circuit 
Office at Queen Street, and become a famous writer! 
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Thank you ð 
for helping to change the world  

 

 In 1999 the world’s seven richest men could have wiped out global 
poverty.  Their combined wealth was more than enough to provide the basic 
needs of the poorest quarter of the world’s people.  $20 billion (£9.8 billion) is 
spent on cosmetics in the United States each year — more than double the 
$9 billion (£4.43 billion) it would take to provide basic water and sanitation for 
everyone. 

 The gap between rich and poor citizens, within both developed and 
developing nations, is growing.  The richest 2% of the world’s adult 
population now owns more than half of global household wealth.  The bottom 
half of adults own barely 1%.  In 2008, over a billion people have almost no 
income (the equivalent of a dollar a day or less for each).  They typically 
spend more than half of what they do earn on food for their families, leaving 
even less for shelter, water, education and health care.  Most of these people 
pool their incomes through work that is insecure, underpaid and at times 
unsafe.  Our desire for cheap goods perpetuates this situation. 

 Imagine…. You are poor.  You live in Bangladesh.  Providing your family 
with a healthy diet costs three times what you can hope to earn in a year.  
Research published in May 2007 by Save the Children shows up to ¾ of 
families in some of the poorest places in the world cannot afford enough 
nutritious food for their children to grow up healthy and strong.  Millions of 
children are condemned to premature or stunting, and poverty continues from 
generation to generation. 

Every minute of every day, ten children under 5 die from hunger.  Hunger 
is the main cause of child mortality, accounting for 5.6 million deaths globally 
each year.  Dire poverty lies behind this silent emergency.  No significant 
progress is being made on the pledge made by world leaders in 2000, to cut 
by half the proportion of malnourished children.  This is unacceptable.  The 
clock is ticking.  Children cannot wait. 
In June 2007, the House of Commons International Development Committee, 
a cross-party group of MPs, published a report into Fairtrade, and its role in 
poverty reduction and development.  It concluded that Fairtrade represents 
the gold standard in terms of trading relations with producers , and offers an 
excellent means of ensuring that purchasing has a positive impact on poverty 
reduction. 

Because of Fairtrade more than 5 million people have traded themselves 
out of poverty and the number is increasing daily, but for it to continue our 
purchasing power is needed.  The British public now drink over 3 million cups 
of Fairtrade hot drinks every day.  Sales of Fairtrade marked products are 
growing by an enormous 40% every year, and there are more all the time 
because the supermarkets can see that people want to buy them.  We can 

Money Matters 
from Paul Maynard — Circuit Business Committee Secretary 

(Northstead) 

 

I am aware that several churches in the circuit are planning or 
dreaming of major improvements to their premises.  This is a process 
that we at Northstead have been through in recent years, and I 
thought it might be helpful if I listed the various non-Methodist 
organisations that gave us grants.  There is, of course, no guarantee 
that they might be forthcoming again, but it might be worth trying the 
following:- 

1. Allchurches Trust Ltd. Beaufort House, Brunswick Rd.   
    Gloucester, GL 1 1 JZ 

2. Lloyds/TSB Foundation, St Helen’s Square, York                             
                www.lloydstsbfoundation.org.uk/guidelines 
3. F.W. Plaxton Charitable Trust, c/o 1 Dunwell Avenue,   

    Scarborough YO12 5HT 
4. W. Boyes & Co Ltd, Havers Hill, Eastfield, Scarborough  

    YO11 3DT 
5. Gay and Peter Hartley Hillards Charitable Trust, 
    400 Shadwell Lane, Leeds LS17 8AW 
 

We were successful with these five charities, and if I was trying 
again I would add the following organisations as being worth an 
enquiry. 

 

1. McCain Foods (GB) Ltd, Havers Hill, Eastfield, Scarborough  
           YO11 3BS 

2. Marks and Spencer, Michael House, Baker Street, London 
3. Landfill Tax Credit Scheme — if your building is within 10 

miles of Seamer Carr landfill site, first contact:- 
T.M.C.P., 1 Central Buildings, Oldham Street, Manchester M1 1JQ 
4. The Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust, c/o the Parish Office, 

Whitby Mission and Seafarers Centre, Whitby YO21 3PP 
 

If others reading this have been successful with obtaining grants 
from other sources, it may be helpful if you could share information.  
Please contact the Circuit Office, so details can be included in future 
newsletters. 

 

Good luck. 
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Cargo  -  the Fight for Freedom 
 

Don’t miss the opportunity to see Cargo  - the Fight for Freedom 
past and present in contemporary music, words, dance and images. 

Spa Grand Hall, Scarborough, May 3rd 2008 at 3.30 and 7.30 p.m.  
The 3.30 p.m. performance will be signed.  Tickets from the Spa Box 
Office (01723 357869) or book online at www.scarboroughspa.co.uk  
Balcony £12, main floor £8, concessions (main floor only) £5, children 
£3.  Group bookings—buy 10, get one free.  There will be Fairtrade 
stalls and information stands at the event. 

Where better than the Spa Grand Hall for a full cast performance of 
Cargo, where the final decision to write it was made at Easter 2006, 
at midnight in the rain.  Written by Ivor Novello award-winning 
composer Paul Field,, the powerful contemporary songs, narration, 
dance and images will take you on a journey from the work of William 
Wilberforce and the abolitionist movement 200 years ago through to 
the struggle that continues today against the many forms of slavery 
that still exist.  From the joy and hope in the rousing gospel feel of 
―Sharika‖, which will have you still singing long after the performance 
is over, to the heart-breaking loneliness of ―Midnight Rain‖, Cargo will 
entertain you, move you and challenge you. 

Paul Field will be joined in Scarborough by Coco Mbassi, award-
winning singer from Cameroon, Sadie Chamberlain, a really exciting 
new talent, Mike Houghton, sax and woodwind player for Sir Cliff 
Richard and others, Dan Wheeler, a great guitarist and singer/
songwriter, Steve Harding, keyboard player for Tim Hughes and Cathy 
Burton, and the Springs Dance Company.  The narrators and the 
Cargo choir are all local people. 

Cargo supports the work of Compassion UK, Anti-slavery 
International, Stop the Traffik and UKHTC. 

A bit of history 
 

In the Circuit Office, a copy of the Primitive Methodist Circuit Plan 
dated 1921 has now been joined by one from 1946.  If you’re 
interested in local history (or just have a long memory!) why not pop in 
to have a look at them? 

Question : In 1921 there were 16 Prim. chapels spread over two 
Circuits.  How many are still in operation today? 

Answer : 4 — Seamer, Sherburn, Scalby and Emmanuel St John 
(formerly St. John’s Road).   

now get over 3,000 items with the Fairtrade mark. 
Let’s remember to think about the true cost of those enticing bargains we 

see on the shelves.  Our cheap goods may come at a very high price indeed, 
paid in loss of health and even freedom by those who can least afford it.  
Choosing goods with the Fairtrade mark also guarantees peace of mind to 
the purchaser.  And did you know the result of our good choices at the 
supermarket?  People in 58 countries provide Fairtrade goods and an extra 
$100 million goes to these producers.  This money has gone into schools, 
education, community projects and projects that protect the environment, and 
into giving people real livelihoods instead of locking them into the downward 
spiral of poverty.                                       (Diane Robinson, Northstead) 

************************************* 
 

 Fairtrade Fortnight in Scarborough 
 
 

Thursday, Feb. 28th, 7 p.m.  -  Fairtrade Feast at the Community Rooms, 
Scalby, organised by St Lawrence’s Church. Fairtrade wine and other 
products to sample, and a Fairtrade Stall.  Contact Jacqui Stevenson 
(364858) to book your place — cost £ 3.50. 

 

Saturdays, March 1st and 8th  -  Fairtrade Stall in town centre. 
 

Saturday, March 1st - St David;s Day Coffee Morning at Cayton 
Methodist Church.  Sample Welsh recipes, made as far as possible with 
Fairtrade ingredients. 

 

Saturday, March 1st  -  Big Brew Coffee Morning and Traidcraft stall at St 
Columba’s Church. 

 

Sunday, March 2nd  - ―Amazing Grace‖ film at 4 p.m. Westborough 
Methodist Church.  Faith tea and discussion 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, March 6th, 4.30 p.m.  -  Fairtrade Fayre, at St Augustine’s 
School.  Fairtrade produce on sale, refreshments, display of pupils’ work and 
information about fair trade. 

 

Saturday, March 8th, 10.00 to 11.30 a.m. at Northstead Methodist 
Church.  Big Brew Coffee Morning, 11.30 to 12.45 p.m. Soup and Sandwich 
lunch.  Traidcraft stall. 

 

Saturday, March 8th, 6 to 8 p.m. at Queen Street Central Hall. Hull-
based theatre group Credo present their sketch show ―Fairtrade Portrayed‖.  
Refreshments, Traidcraft stall, informal discussion. 

 

Sunday, March 9th, 6 p.m. Iona-style Peace and Justice Communion 
service, at St Hilda’s Church, Ravenscar. 
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4 Services, 4 Styles, 4 Opinions! 
 

The first Sunday in Lent offered a new experience for us all.  Here are 
some comments from people who attended each of the services.  Just as a 
matter of interest, if you didn’t attend any service, please let us know your 
reasons.  Thank you. 

 

All-age worship at Northstead  - from PM. 
 

  ―Church full? That’ll be the day!‖  But that was the case when around 150 
people of all ages gathered from around the circuit. From a month-old baby 
to the over-90’s, we worshipped in a relaxed, moving and joyful atmosphere. 

As with any new venture, there were minor problems with sight lines, and 
the words on the screen didn’t always match the words in the hymn book, but 
who cares?  We were with friends to make a joyful noise to the Lord, and be 
happy —  we did and we were! 

Ably led by Rev. Mark Haynes, Diane Robinson and Kath Sartain, 
(Methodist tradition demands a 3-part service), we looked at the theme of 
temptation.  As we all succumbed to the comfort of the luxury liner rather 
than the raft, and then discovered we had opted for the Titanic over Kon-Tiki, 
the Bible readings reminded us how Jesus resisted the temptations placed 
before him by the Devil. 
However, let’s not resist the temptation to do it again, quite soon! 

***************************************************** 

Café Worship at Westborough  - from BS 
 

  I didn’t know what to expect of ―Café worship‖ or a labyrinth, but  this 
circuit venture offered a chance to go out of our ―comfort zone‖. 

To be seated round tables and greeted with a cup of coffee and small 
doughnuts was certainly different.  Rev. Geoff Bowell explained what would 
happen and the service began almost informally with the hymns on a screen, 
and followed by prayers, a film clip on the theme of the ―Temptations‖ and 
questions to be discussed at our tables.  Peter Disley introduced the second 
part on the Exodus reading, and again questions for discussion.  
Conversation around the tables seemed to flow, although the feedback at the 
end was rather limited. 

Rev. Margaret Doughty then led us into the question of choices using a 
clip from ―The Sound of Music‖, followed by readings, prayers and final 
hymns.  For those who stayed for Communion upstairs, Margaret led us in a 
ribbon dance around the labyrinth, followed by a simple Communion service 
as a climax to the morning’s worship. 

Overall the service was impressive, with a great deal of thought given to 
the different elements and a good mix of ages involved, including a sketch by 
some of the younger folk.  It was rather cramped, but that was no bad thing 
with a good representation from across the circuit.  The whole feel was 
informal, and people could visit the labyrinth upstairs whilst the service was in 
progress.  Full marks to those who had the courage to try something  new.   

Service for Praise, Worship and Anointing  -  from MD 
 

  I chose the service at South Cliff because I am always blessed by lively 
praise and worship.  I was also attracted by the idea of anointing for healing, 
because I felt it indicated an expectation that God would touch our lives if we 
were open to him.  I was not disappointed!  It was a wonderful service, 
enabling me to worship freely, praising God for his power in creation and his 
amazing love in Jesus. 

As we entered the church we each received a rough stone, representing 
the sins and worries that prevent us from worshipping God as we should.  
During a song we were invited to put the stone in a basket under the cross, 
thus handing these hindrances over to God.  This helped me to let go of 
certain things that were troubling me.  I also found it very helpful to write 
down the names of people in need of prayer, and pin them to a board by the 
cross, as I was burdened for several folk at the time. 
But, for me, the most special thing was the anointing.  I had felt I didn’t 

need an anointing for healing, but while Clare was speaking, and linking the 3 
temptations of Jesus with 3 types of anointing (for a special task; for strength 
for daily service; for physical and emotional healing) I realised I did need a 
touch from God to help me receive strength for my daily life.  Having passed 
the landmark of 3 score years and 10(!), I find I can’t do all I used to.  While 
Clare spoke about an anointing for strength, I realised that I needed a fresh 
anointing of the Holy Spirit to give me strength to do what God wanted me to 
do, and strength to let go of things not in his will for me now.  So I received 
the anointing with oil as a sign that I was surrendering to God all my 
conflicting feelings and receiving his strength for what he wants me to do with 
the remaining years of my life.  I continue to claim that lovely promise given 
to Paul by Christ ―My power is made perfect in weakness.‖ (2 Cor. 12 — 9) 

*************************************************************** 

Traditional Service, from PM 
 

Four totally different services to choose for my worship of God.  After much 
deliberation I’d almost decided, but left my final choice to the actual day. 

I was delighted with my decision from the moment I arrived to be greeted 
by Aubrey.  As I made my way in, I saw so many familiar faces from around 
the circuit in the full church. 
In many ways the service was far from traditional.  No ―Hymns and 

Psalms‖, all the hymns were from Mission Praise, and some completely new 
to me. Nigel himself asked the question ―What do we mean by ‖traditional?‖ 

The service was enjoyable, and above all thought-provoking.  SDurely that 
is the whole point of communal worship, to get the little grey cells working 
throughout the week. 

I was glad I had chosen Queen Street, but would like to experience other 
forms of worship.  I would like therefore to ask that the experiment be 
repeated twice a year, so that we can all sample different ways of 
worshipping our Lord. 
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